Community Theatre Groups Launch Regional Round Table

The isolation of local English theatre groups is coming to an end. A dozen representatives from Theatre Wakefield, ACT Company, and the Regional Association of West Quebecers met at the Cascades Club in Chelsea last Wednesday evening to take the first formal steps towards coordinating community theatres in West Quebec. On the principle of “strength in numbers” the round table will provide a forum for participating theatre groups, schools, and other community organizations to share knowledge, resources, and promotional activities, as well as pursue funding opportunities to create sustainable theatre company activities throughout the region. One of its first projects will be the creation of a West Quebec Theatre Festival.  

Theatre Wakefield member Brenda Rooney led the participants through an agenda chock-full of ideas for developing the festival, initiating a performance circuit to reach other communities in the region, broadening the range of workshops and training opportunties, and increasing youth participation through outreach to schools and colleges. There was also specific reference to including activities for francophones in the group’s collective mandate.

This round table has grown out of the Regional Association of West Quebecers / Theatre Wakefield partnership that brought the succesful Parminou Workshop series to the region earlier this year, the formation of ACT Company in Aylmer, and the involvement of the Shawville’s Pontiac Players.
Based on their track record of successes to date, all three companies are looking forward to making community theatre a growing concern in West Quebec. The round table’s next meeting will be held in early November.
For more information call Brenda at 819-456-3522, or the Regional Association of West Quebecers at 819-682-9602.
